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The Trade to Spain fecur’d from French Influence by the Nature of Things. 
The French could not fupply the Spaniards ia time of War, How fhould they do it in 


time of Peace ? 


> 


A Letter to the Mercator upon the Occafion of the Marfeilles-Faétor. 





. HE Cafe of the MERCATOR is very 
particular, (viz.) That he is Writing upona 
Subjeét, which, for weighty Reafons of their 


own, there are fome People among us Re- 
folve, right or wrong, to have Cried down: For this 


efpecial End and Purpofe, they find Noife as ufeful ro. 
them as Reafon, and indeed much moge ; and Words are . 


to them as Matters of Faét. 

The French are not only not to be Traded with 
without Lofs and Ruin to us ; but they are now fepre- 
fented ,as fo.forrhidable to us, that they will alfo ruin 
oftr Trade every where elfe. 

The French will fupply Spain with Manufactures, fo 
thar we fhal! have no Trade thither !" Really, altho’ this 
had been trne, the MERC ATO R does not fee, what 
it is to the purpofe, unlefs it be to Argue, that we 
thould have carried on the War till the French fhould 
have promifed to make no more Woollen Manufactures ; 
the Juftice of which fome People would, no doubt, have 
found Reafons to have defended; For if the French 
cbuld out-Trade us in other Nations, who <ould help it ? 

If the French were able to fapply Spain and_ all the 
World with Manufactures, who could blame them for 
doing it ? and what have we to fay to it ? But if all this 
ig juft the reverfe, if they are not able to do it, if they 
reilly can Sell no Woollen Manutaétures in Spain more 
than they always did; What then are we Wrangling 
about > Let us enquire then into the Matter of Faéi. 

_ 4. It has been made appear, they could not do it in 
the time of the late War, when they had all the Trade 
to themfelvcs, and when we were fhut out of it by 
mutual InterdiGion of Commerce. It has been proved, 
the Spaniards were obliged to Buy Englifh Manufaétures 
fiom all Partsswhere they could find them: This they 
did from Portugal privately, from Leghorn and Genoa 
openly; and at laft they Courted us to come to them, 
and ‘J rade with them at their own Doors, offer'd Paff- 
ports to our Ships, and the like; the French being not 
able any way to carry on their Trade. 

It has been fhewn to be thus even at Bilboa, a Port 
in the very Neighbourhood of France, and to which 
their Goods may be carried at a very little Expence, 
from the Coafls of Poigtou, Guienne, &c. where their 
bet Manutaétures are made ; yet our Exports to Bilhoa 
of Weollen Manufactures are as great as ever. 


a, ~_— 


a 


Our Ignorant Complainers .pretended the Spanith 
Wooll would be Ingrofled by the French, and we fhould 
get no Wooll to work with; nay, fome were fo weak 
to tell us, that now the French had the Spanifh Wooll, 
they would Cut us out of our Manufactures by that 
nicans; as if Spain and France had not ftood in the 
fzme Place,that'they flood in befofe the’ War ; but that 
as they are broughe ncarer in Political Interefts to one 
another by the Peace, fo they were join’d in Situation 


_ more than before. . 


But was it not always true, that the French sight 
have what Spanifh Wooll ‘they es And was it. 
not always true, that they could haye it Cheaper ‘than | 
the Englith, by their lying fo much‘heater? Thar “they 


tetch'd it on Horfeback to fome Parts of Francé from . 


Spain, as to Tholoufe, and moft Parts of Gaftogne and . 
Languedoc, and in fmall Barks hy a yery fmall un to. 
Poittou, to Rochel, Bourdeaux, &c. 5 el 

In the time of War, the French might have had all, 
this Wooll if they pleafed ; yet chey were in Diftrefs in . 
Spain to difpofe*of their Wooll; and the firft Offer. 
inade to the Englifh by the Spaniards for the opening 
the Trade, was th Bilboa; for the French were’ no | 
mote able to take off their Wooll, than they were to 
take off their Oil and Wine: They ufed a little indeed, 
as they ever did, to make a few forry Druggers atid thin 
Stuffs; but for the reft, they know not what to do with, 
it; nor the Spaniards how to difpofe of it. without’ ‘us. 
And this appears’ by the prefent State of that Trade, 
four or five Ships being arrived from Bilboa loaden with 
Spanith Wooll, within thefe Ten Days paft.’ °° 

Such Manufacturers the French-are! that when’ thicy 
had all the Trade to themfelves, they Could neither take 
off the Spanifh Wooll off of the Hands of the Spani-" 
ards, nor fupply them with Woollen Goods, no. not to 
thofe Towns in Spain, which lay, as it were, at their 
own Doors; and. yet thefe are the Men, who are to 
fupply all the World with Woollen Manufaftures, 

To go yet farther: Inthe Trade to New Spain, which 
the French had Engrofled, as it were, to themfélves, 
they were fo far from being able ‘to fupply the Spanith 
Weft-Indies with Woollen Goods, that notwiehftanding 
the yreat and many Prizes they took From us, and the 
great Quantity of fuch Geods,which they took in them, 
yet the Merchants were obliged, as a known Avthor 


afirms, 


, 
' 
tA 
f 
Wai | 
‘af 
»" * 
if 


Se ee AT TE ~ = 
See 


a 








~~ 


| 


re = 


> 
— ee 






ee ae 
- = ee 





afffms, to get Leave of the King of France to buy a 
great Quantity of Englith Goods in Holland, no lefs 
than Twenty: thoufand Pounds at a time, and bring 
them to St. Malo, to make up their Cargoes fortable tor 
the Spanith Weft-Indies. 

This they would nefer have done, if they could have 
beeli fupplied out of their own Manufa@ture ; nor would 


the Kip have rad | 
fatisfied,that his own Subjects could not furnifh thofe 
Goods. 


The Sum of this Diftourfe, is to prove y that the | 


French, whatever Influence they may be fiippofed to 
have over the Spanifh Affairs, cannot do any prejudice 
to us in our Trade to Spain, at leaft, not {6 as to En- 
danger it, as has begn reported; for they ean neither 
take off the Growth of Spain from ‘the a. 
nor fupply the Demands of the Spaniards for Woollen 
Manufactures. 

The following, isa fecond Letter from the fame Hand as 
the laft; and, which was mentioned in the laft A7E R- 
CATO R, The E hiss tt ada is ready at any 
time t6 prove thé 
who fuggeft thefe Letters to be written by the fame 
Hand with th MERC ATOR; by producing, if 
there is occafion, not the Original Writing only, tut 
the Writer alfo. 


To the Mercator. 


é IF the Oppofers of your Paper did not write, as 
«2% you have formerly obferved, to a People,who are 
‘willing to be Impofed upon in the grofleft manner, 
“and pooies $ by their ftupifying Prejudices to receive 
© the groffeft Delufions ; the Tools they employ could 


‘ sever~ofter fic riciculous Things to the World as — 


“they. do. ‘ | 

'€You had unanfwerably prov’d,that the Trade to 
¢ France is carried on under fuch Circumflances,as that 
¢ the true Export cannot be known, and confequently 
“that no Account from the Cuftom-houfe Books can 
‘ vive a true Scheme, of the Trade ; you had fhewn sthat 
‘ fest eanrigics of Rogiifh Goods are, daily Enter’d at 
‘the Cun ; 


1¢ Cuflom-houfe for, Flanders which go. to France di- 


‘ yettly, and you might have faid to Holland alfo; you. 


‘had proved beyond the~ Power of Cavil it felf, that 
¢ opth Parts o£ France are fupplied with all our 
ods by the Navigation of the Rivers Maefe, Sambre, 

able” Saar, and the Rhine, all which meet in the 
al Port. of ea part of the World, ( viz.) in 
nd; and therefore that thofe Parts of France are 
ied by the Dutch: «And nothing can be more ab- 
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ghan what they pretend to offer to evade the 
of this :: They may as well tell us that Wales is 
‘ fupplied from London with Sugar, Tobacco, and fuch 
ee joods, by Land-Carriage ; when they can have 
‘ ri : |. from Batol by, Water; The Cafe mutatis 
¢ ria ‘ds exadlly the fame. tite 
© Well, to confirm your Argument in this cafe, you 
brax he in MERCATOR No. —. an. Example,which 
ontefs 1 thought would have filenc'd the Devil him- 
i was, the Affair of the Ship called the Mar- 
les-Fatkor, a, Ship Enter’d out, as. others are every 
0 but actually bound to Maurfeiles, 


‘as her very Name might have told them, and a¢tually 
4+ baseatamiye 


er. ‘? 


Te is true, there, neres was but one,Entry made ho-, 


, n board h 

S if 2 Palizmen was. to ask the Commiflioners of 

‘the .Cufloms, what, Goods, were fent;to France that, 
Yeat, they would give.am Account of nothing but. 
" / De at 


Marfeilles, viz..31991 |, Pepper. 


that Ship; whereas befides grear 


c 
‘ 
¢ 
c 
© 31001). Pepper. in | 
‘ Suantities of other Goods, ham very well inform’d 
c 


reat.part, of them, ( viz. ) 
Lead, 

2217 Barrels.of Red Herring. | 
a actures and Leather. 


‘there, went on Board) that very, Ship the following 
Good is 


granted them Leave, if*he had not beeit~ 


alfity of thofe Peoples Suggeftion, | 


¢ In fh, rf, as i hive Fe) xd x ifon ts dFarin Ce Shin 
‘was wholly loaden to Marfeils, fo they have not cf: 
‘ fer'd the leaft Reafon againft it. 

* Now let the World judge of th-fe Men by their An- 
‘fwer to this, which is thus: Dh aes cill ‘, fapithey, is a 
‘ Free Port, and there is no Cuffom paid there nll the 
‘Goods are carried farther into France ; but Mirfeilles 
‘is to be look’d upon as a Store-houfe only, from 
‘ whence the Goods are fent to other Parts. 

* Was ever fo mean a Shufle, fo ridiculous a Wheedle, 
“put upon the World! Could any thing but a run-away 
* Attorney, turn’d Britifh Merchant, talk atter this man- 
“ner! Would he not be hifsd.oif of the Exchange, 
* that fhoald anfiver any-Man thus in Matters of 
‘ ‘Trade! - Robe By p 

‘Suppofe Marfeilles, as he fiys, a tiee Port, tho’ that 
‘‘is not true in Faét, as to all forts of Goods ; what 
‘then, Is Marfeiles in France, or is it not? Is it any 
* thing to us,whether the French may fend any of our 
* Goods when they have them? Are we not, however, 


‘to reckon the Goods we fend attually to any Port of 


‘France, part of the French Trade, tho’ they were to 
* be Exported afterward ¢ 

* Befides, Will thefe People pretend,that the French 
‘buy our Manufactures to Traniport to other Coun- 
‘tries! Sure they will never grant that! What then 
* will become of the mighty inoue of the Woollen 
‘ Manufa&ture in France, with which they are. to fu, ply 
‘all the World, and fhut us out! What, has;this Man 
* brought the French to be Pimps to their own Rivals! 
‘and Cuckold their own Trade! That inftead of the 
* Supplying the World with Manufadtares, they thould 
* be only Faétors for ours, to receive them, and lodge 
* them at Marfeilles, and then fend them to other Vla- 
(ces . What Abfurdities does this Man run. himfelf 

ints! 

‘ Bur even in this Abfurdiry they are plunged into a 
“ moft inextricable Labyrinth, to let us know,to what 
‘Ports in the World the French Merchants can carry 
* our Goods, wliere we do not go direétly and carry our 
* own Goods, and confequently can carry them cheaper 
* than they. ' i 

‘And had. thefe pettyfogging Merchants underflood 
¢ the Geography of the Wet errahean, they would have 
‘ been afhamed of thefe miferable Shifts. . -, 

© Marfeilles lies at the bottom of the Gulph of Lyons, 
‘and is out of the way to any other Port of the 
‘ Straights, Genoa excepted, a very great way, and by, 
, the: Difficulty of the Place with refpect to the Winds, 
‘ much more. | : 

‘Will thefe Men perfwade us, for Example, that Red 
‘ Herrings, Salted Pork, and fuch Goods, are carried up 
‘to Marfeilles to be Ship’d again, and carried to other , 
© Places? Is not the Uncertainty of the Weather, and 
‘ Expence of Time, too great a Rifque in that ticklith 
‘Commodity to make it rational? And do not our 
‘ Ships go direStly with Red Herrings to all the Ports in 
‘ the Straights, and the like of other Goods. 

© Sure fuch foolifh Shaffling muft firft or la@ awaken, 
“ the People of this Narion.to fee, how they are Impo-. 
‘fed upon! I fhall trouble you with a farther Proof of, 
‘this Trade in my next. | 











ADVERTISEMENT. 


BOOK § printed for John Morphew, near Stationers Halt. 


* * The Pour Volumés of Memoirs from the New 
Aralantis, in 8%. | Four Parts, and an Appendix, of JOHN BULL, 
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of Count Tariff, by which the whole Secret Hiftory’of the Retu- 
fing the Late Treaty of Commerce is laid open, &c. The Impor- 
tance of the Guardian confider’d, in a Second Letter to the Bailiff 
of Stockbridge: By a Friend to Mr St——!e. Part of the 7th 
F piftle of the Firlt Book of Horace imitated, and Addrefs’d to a 
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